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ſaid Sufferers, in Anſwer to ſeveral Objectir 
| ons againſt them. 


I, JR onipest 00 their Con/cientiouſneſs, as it being their 
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The ConſcienciousCanſe of the Sufferers. 


(cattedQuakers) pleaded, oc. 


keepiour Conſciences clear and enjoy the Liberty thereof, 
if we would reduce our Meetings into (mall numbers, as 
to meet four togetber beſides the Families, ſo as not to comeunder 


the ti h- late AR, And ſome charge it upon us as obftinacy 


or Wilfu meeting in any conſiderable. or great gumbers.pub. 
lickly';; 


whether or fo we may With a clear and ſafe Conſcience reduce our 
Meetings into ſuch (mall numbers as mentioned, ſince that we have 
appeared ſo publickly to hold forth our Teſtimony. re 
To which I anſwer. We have a Record in Heaven and among 
men, which doth clear and juſtifie us in this Caſe, and therein our 
Conſcietces bear us Witneſs,as to our intent and end in our meeting 
and aflemblipg our ſelves together, That it is hogly in-tenderneſs, 
conſcienciouſneſs and obedience unto the living God. ia the leading 
of his own Eternal Spitit, fas the glory and advancement of hig 
Name and Truth. And this our pratice of Aſemling together in the 
Worſhip and Service of the living God, muſt needs be a matter of Con. 
ſcience to us, becauſe we know it to be our duty as he requires, and 
according to the practice of the former Saints and Chiittians, who 
did not confine or limit themſelves to meer onely four or five toge- 
ther; becauſe the Truth of God among theni,and his Gifts were free, 
and not to be {imited to mans will, either in reſpect of time or place; 
and ths Goſpel was not to be bound, but as it was manifeſt in the 
Univerſal Love of God, which is of a general extent to all, ſo it 
was not to be (opt or tyed by man, but all ought to be left free to 
have the benefit of it; and this we know is manifeſt in and a 
-us, and in our Meetings have been thoſe opportunities which the 
-Lotd God hath made uſe of —_ times, to publiſh and make known 
wa _ 


his 


an 


dexeasitis aſſerted by ſome in Authority,and ſucb as have 
\ A a hand in pziſecuting us and ſome others, That we-might © 


reupon, conclude that our Suffering 18-01 upon- a 
Conſcienciops account in this Caſe ; And to others, it is a queſtion * 
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his Name and Power in ; oe hath been exidently knowa and ex- 
perienced by the bleſſed effects thereof. As, - | 


1. .I that many in-our Aﬀſemblies have been ly conyin- 
ced of the Truth Vicks in Chriſt, by the Teftimony'of Ald rch 
amongſt us, and-turned from the groſs pollitions and wickedneſs 
which formerly they lived in,” and (o from Sarans power to.God,and 
from darkneſs to Light; and have known Repentance unto Life,and 
come' to live Godly and ſobe1ly in this preſent world, -as his Grage 
reacheth. \ £ \-9 
. - 2, In that many of the dear Children of God and Lambs of Ciyift 


courſe and flowings forth amongR us in our Meetings, as thorow one 
body, to our refreſhment, enlivening,renewing and rejoycing of our 
. Couls, both when the miniſtration of words in the Spirit of Holineſs 
hath been publifh'd amongſt us ; and when we have waited upon the 
Eord in ſtlence, and ſo the Rivers of living Water, Which flow out 
of his belly that believes, as the Scripture ſaith, Fohn 7, 38, we have 
:often drunk together of; and this living Water, which our God hath 
'opened the Fountain of, muſt run in ts own courſe and channel, and 
muſt not be Ropt nor limited, nor driven back, nor have its courſe 
altered by man's will, or by the perſecuting ſpirit; becauſe the Lord 
bath ſent it forth, and made it as a broad River, 
And it is the more evident and apparant, that the Lord's Power 
and Preſence is in our Aſſemblies, and that he bath made uſe of them 
.:forthe ſpreading of his own Name and Truth, ' and for the further- 
:ance of his own Work of Righteonſneſs (that many might be tuned 


-»f From darkneſs to Light, and from Satan's power to God) becauſe 


that the enmity,wrath and malice of Satan in his inftruments and un- 
xighteouſneſs among them, ſo highly appears againlt them ; and Sa- 
tan is ſo ſtrongly at work againſt them, whoſe work was and 18, to caft 
the Saints into Priſon for the Teſtimony of FESWS, Rev. 2, 10," a5 
knowing, that if this Teſtimony of Truth go on ( which greatly is 

| concernec. 
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concerned in out Meetings) it will weaken and overthrow. Satang | 
Kin in men: But he 18 not troubled, nor difturbed at the many” ' 
pr and z»god/y Meetings in this Nation, at' which — 
is tirred up and increaſed, ſuch as Fools with their antick and biifit- 
| iſh poſtures upon Stages, in the great Fairs, and other places, do 
oather People to ; where they have their fooliſh Playes, Sports, Fid- 
lings, Dancings, &c. for both theſe and many other prophane 
Meetings and Gatherings of People, do pleaſe Satan, and make for 
his Kingdom. ; . | 
And as it is objeRed againſt us for meeting ſo peblickly, that we 
might reduce our Meetings into ſmall mwmbers, and meet more oc-/ \. 
culely, and yet be clear in our conſciences, &c. Inlike manner it 
might as well be objected againſt the Prophet Daxicl, chat be might 
have prayed more privately, and not with window open, and three times a day 
4s before, after that King Datius bad ſealed a Decree, that none ſhould ak, 
a Petition of any God or man for thirty dayes, ſave of the King, uponthe 
penalty of being caſt into the Lions Den ; When yet for all this, Daniel in 
obedience to God, prayed and praiſed God as before, Dan, 6. And 
ſo our Meetings being in obedience to the Lord God, and according + 
to that Liberty which he hath 21ven us, we mnt not loſe our Teftimo=- 
ny which is for God therein, but be faichful in holding it forth as he 
requires, and gives us Liberty, whatever we ſuffer for it ; it being 
neither mens threatning us, nor infliting their Severity or Cruelty 
up9n us ( how far ſoever itextends) that muſt make us deny the 
Lord herein, or be aſhamed of Chriſt before menyleſt he be aſhamed 
of us before his heavenly Father, And Chriſt Jeſus inthe dayes of 
his lzſh had Meetings of Mulcitudes, that he preached to in Moun- 
tains, Deſarts,and ſuch like places ; yea,of five thouſand at one time, 
Mat. 5. and chap, 14. Mark 6. Luke 9. which appears was not ſuch 
an offence in thoſe dayes,as now Meetings are, which are for the ſame 
end: for though the Fews had a Temple and Synagogues to meer in 
then, yet we do not reade, that they made any Law or Statute to 
Puniſh, Impriſon or Baniſh Chritt or his Followers and Hearers for 
meeting above the number of foxr, apart from their Aſſemblies ; for 
that to be ſure, would not have admitted Chriſt and higewelve Diſci- 
les to meet together, but only be, and three of them {for now, are 
we liable to Suffer, if we meet in the Worſhip of God to the number 
' of five, or above,ftom our Habitations ] Hombeit, afcerthe A 


Peter 
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'P:ter had preached Chrift to ſuch a great number of - People, that 
there were about three thouſand ſouls added in one day, A. 2, 47. 
þ 6: 3-ea Rulers. among the Fews were offended, and com- 
Peter and John that in no wiſe, they ſhowld ſpeck, or teach in 

- the Name of FESHS , but they chuſed rather to obey God yhan men, 
and ſaid, We cannot but fpraks the things that we beve both-ſren and 
heard : And the Apoſtles and Priminve Chriſtians met often in 
houſes and other places : And the Hebrews were exhorted wot to for- 
ſake the aſſembling of themſelves together, as the manner of ſane was, 
but to exhort one another , and theſe ſought a City to come, Heb. 10,25, 
and 13.14. And in the ſame caſe with the Saints of old are we enga- 
ved in the ſame Spirit, both in our meeting together in the Name of 
Chriſt, and in owning and beating witneſs to his Name and Teftimo- 
ny therein ; which they that would debar us of our liberty in the one, 
do thereby endeavour to opus from the other, that we might not 
witneſs forth the Name of Jeſus in that duty of neeting together ; 

which how contrary this i3 tothe very mind of Chrilt, and oppoſite 
ro his and his Followers practice, is very apparent ; and the endea- 

vouring by Perſecution and carnal Force to reduce our Meetinys into 
ſuch narrowneſs and ſmall numbers, how contrary and oppugnant it 

isto the very nature of that Univerſal Spirit, Teſtimony, and Love 

.of God, which is of a general extent, and which we bear witneſs 
of, isalſoevident : As alſo, how doth it infringe the liberty: of the 
True Church, which defires the good of all? ( andis not a perſecut- 

ing Church againſt any for their Couſciences) the Rate of which 
Church ( after the Apoltacy ) is truly repreſented in the New Fersſ«- 
tem, whoſe Gates are open continually,and ſhall not be ſhut neither 
by day, nor by night, Rev. 21, 25, 1ſ4.60, 11, ſoas both the Ci- 
ty and Church of God, and his Light and Truth which ſhines in ity 

are free ; and this Truth ovght pnblickly to be held forth, and appear 

without being limitted by man's will, who by Perſecution and Com- 

pulfion would ſhut up the Gates of Sion and Jersſalem,. which the 

Lord God in his Free and Univerſal Love hath ſet open , and it was 

promiſed that 1n the Laſt dayes the Mountain of the Houſe of the Lord 
fhould be prepared in the tops of the CMonntains, and exalted above the 
Hl ; and Nations ſhould flow uno it,Iſa.2. Micah 4. Now who Shall , 


attempt to puta top to the Work of God ( which he is nowbringing 
multitudes from floming 
| to 


to paſs 24 he bath determined”) or to hinder 
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ing egain& God 
us for this our conſciencious duty of meeting together, (exiouſly 


fider your wayes, and what you do in this caſe ; and bow that it is 


evidently for our conſciences that ſo many of us are imp! 
caſt into'naſty holes, enly for our performing that duty which 
requires. | | 

Herein you might ſee, that you are ſtriving againſt God and his 
Work which he is bringing to paſs amongſt us in this Nation, what 
ever colour, pretence or gloſs you put upon your proceedings to the 
contrary, though yon may pretend it for the preventing of dan- 
gerous grewing miſchiefs that you ſeem to ſuppoſe or imagine, 
may ariſe or follow from them ; which you never yet had any 
real ground to ſurmiſe of ug; ſo that it were more prudence and 
Equity in you, to examin what evil or unlawful A& we ever did or 
cantrived in our Meetings ? or what evil conſequence they have ever 
been of, -either to the Nation or Govrenment ? rather then-to caſt, 
Innocent men and women into Priſons and nafty Holes, and” proſe- 
cure them'in order to Baniſhment upon a meer groundleſs-ſurmiſe, 
and ſuppofition of what danger or miſchiefs may ariſe from them, - 
© And you that fit to judge any of us, called Quakers, in this marter 
( who ſhould by your own Oath doequal L. execution of Right 


to all?) ought not upon ſuch groundleſs ſ{MPpofitions or ſurmiſings : 
againſt our Meetings, to go about to incenſe Juries,or the Countries 
againſt us,when they have no evidence nor proof of any evil or injury 
done by us againſt any man whatſoever | as ſome have done | for if 
ou do, God will call you ro an account for it : Therefore deware 
dw you either entertain prejudice, or breath forth threatning, or 
ſuchevil ſurmilings againſt us who are Innocent, or paſs Judgmenc 
upon Innocence men for matter of Conſcience or Worſhip ( which is 
the very thing we are concerned in, and ſuffer for ) as you will an- 
[wer it before the Righteous God of Heaven and Earth in the day of 
Account; for you ſhould judge ſor God, and not for man, 'and mind 
his ul and righteous Principle of Light in you, to dire& you 3 which 
callffor Equity and Righteouſneſs, and nor to be byafſed by any man 
whatſoever, to at 4s wen pleaſers, nor to _gratifie-the prejudiced 
ſpirits of ſuch as are in exaity againſt us, Bon they be-never fo 
high ax great, Nor to puniſh the Ri nickady Jeter 
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to his Mountain, and not to be whoa > pang [Obs 5:3 
So that would you Rulers, Magiftrates and who perſecuts 
Ccon- 


mY 
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Law w4i not miade for the Righteous, but for the Wicked; neither ave Ma. 
$iſtrates to be @ terror to good works, but to evil, And to be ſure, if you 
- knew, or could prove our Meetings ſedi::ow, or for any evil intent 
' er deſign ;. as either to contrive Inſurrefions, or toconſpire againſt 
the Government or Peace of the Nation ( as ſome haye ſeemed to. 
furmiſe) you would not admit of foxr befides the reſpeRiye Families 
co meet; ſeeing that if but three meet upon an unlawful deſign, or 
todo an unlawful a, it is an unlawful Meeting : but thanks be to 
God, you have no ſuch thing of any criminal matter agaialt ug in this 
caſe, whatever you pretend ; for *cisevident we ſuffer for a matter of 
Conſcience towards God, and for bis Worſhip, though you Would not be 
ſeen to peiſecute us upon that account ; but ſome of you would ſur- 
miſe ſome criminal matter, or heineous things againſt us, which you 
had never any proof or evidence of, butonly your ſuppolitions of 
what may be ; So let the Righteous God and his Witneſs in your 
conſciences judge between you and us in this matter, [ bat we ſee 
that ſuch as periecute tender conſciences are no competent judges in 
conſciencious matters. | 
And it will neither be-the pretence of Law, or of Ocder from the 
King, or of doing his Service, ( as ſome have pretended ) that will 
excuſe you in Perſecuting, or going about to Exile an Innocent Peo- 
1p ple : For as you ought to do Juſtice, equal Law and Right, and to 
t% Judge for God, and noÞ#for man, ſo not to impugn the Law of God 
Þ% by any Law or Order from man, whatſoever ; for Gods Law hath no 
man, of what eſtate ordegree ſoever, power to diſpenſe withal, nor 
- ought any Law ( or proceedings) of man to oppoſe or contradiR the 
Law of God ( which we own ) and this hath been. owned as a maxim - 
both in Law and Divinity , that whatſoever Laws are Contra Vers 
bum Dei, be void, 
As alſo the Judges, or King's Juſtices ( ſo called) ought not to 
eed againſt Innocent men, either to baniſh or otherwiſe to op- 
preſs them, either under pretence of obedience to him, or other- 
wiſe, but truly to counſel and warn the King for the beſt, both for 
his own and the Nations good, and not to joyn or affent to him in 
FP; any thing or commandment, which may turn to his damage, or de- 
> Sarthe SubjeQs of having Juſtice or Right done them, but lawfully 
7” co counſel him to the contrary, (if they ſhall have occafion therein 
from him) and this is according to their own Law, ſee the Fing's ! 
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wel and Lawfutlyne ferve onr- 
git rhe Offict of Tuſtice,nnd: that lawfally ye 
his baſimeſs ; and tht ye ſhall not connſel © »vr afſevit t6 avy thing which 
may tart him to damage or diſherifon by any warner, way or colour ———' 
And that ye ſhall not know the damitge or diſheriſon of' bias\ whereof ye 
frall*not Uo buns'ts be warned by jowr ſelf 'or'by uther's And'that y6;ſhal 
do even Law, an txeturion of Right to'all biz Subjebts, Rich and: Poory 
withont moog rogers to any perſon, 4 22h 

- And Star. '20; Edw, 3.c.T. We bave commanded all our Tuſtices that 
they ſhell from henceforth do even Daw, and execution of ' Right to all our 
pin © Meb iid poor, without Baving regard to-any perſon ; and with 
ont Fett hg to do Right for ary Brtters 07 Commandment which may'come 
to this From ne, of front any thr, or by any other canſe, ' 00 

- As alſo" accoiding to the Petition of Right which K, Charles the 
firſt An»o'3. 'fullyaſſented:to the Parliament (or Nations) Req:eRt, 
for "Right to, be 'done' ( upon thai complaint of ſome violation done 
ant ey Fitndements| Laws: of the' Land) -Iy it not* apperebt 
ehsrein;' ther according to Magn Charts, or the great Charter 
of the Liberties ot Ezg/and, provihon is made, ©& That no Free-mani 
&« ſhall be-taken or Impriſoned, or Diſſeiſed of his'Free-bold, "Et 
ic berties or Free-Cuſtomes, or be Out-law'd, or Exiled, or in afiy 
<« marinet deftroyed; but by the lawful judgment of his Peers;' wy 
the Law of the' Land; '8&c, As alfo in the (aid Petitiori, mentidhn- 
is th12de; that in the 28th year of King Edw. 3d! irwas declared 'an 
enacted by Authority of Partiament, ** That'no man of what Eftare 
«4 or condition'that he be, ſhould be pur out of. Land or Tenements, . 
i not taken, 'nor Impriſoned, nor diſhetized, nor piit'ts deathwith- 
© out being; brought ro anſwer by due Proceſs bf Law, &c Com 
plaint hereupon Was, *©* That divers of his Sabje& wers. Iinpriſoned- 
«without any caufe ſhewed, but when they were brcught before his 
= Jufices, to undergo as the Court ſhould order, no cauſe was cer-- 
«tified of theirdetainer by the Keepers, buy tharthey were detained: 
«by his Majefties ſpecial command; &c, '' 

And'now but compare the preſent proceedings: againſt us, Wi 

Magna Charta, the Petition of Right, and the Fundamental Laws of 
the Land, and the Reaſon theteo?' (which they are ſaid to be grounded 
" pon ) and ſee howthey'l hold Pn 
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For how man thoturmiels Innocent People of God,  particu- 
larly in and __ City of Lexdex, arc baled by violence out. of 
their peaceable Meetings, and ſent to Priſon for certain dayes, ma- 
ay times Without any further Tryal ,. till they be ried for the thud 
ſuppoſed Offence that they are accounted to deſerve Exilement or 
Tranſportation without any juſt cauſe or criminal matter being ſhew.. 
ed againſt them, of any injury or offence done by them, or proof of 
any tranſgreſſion of any Juſt or Righteous Law. whatſoever; but a 
late At which is ſaidin the Title and Preamble, to be made to pre- 
vent and ſuppreſs Seditious Conventicles ; ang for the providing ſpeedy re- 
medies againſt the growing, and dangerow prath ſes.of ſuch, who under 
etence of tender conſciences, do at thezr Menings, . contrive Inſurreiti- 
», &e, Which doth notat all reach us, nor ought, incither Equi» 
ty or Reaſon to be proſecuted againk us ; for ſeeing the Law of the 
Land is ſzid to bz grounded upon Reaſon, and to recgive princi- 
. pally its grounds from the Laws of God, and the Law of Reaſon, 
' and Reafon the life of the Law, [ See 28. Hen. 8. cb. 7, @& Priſec. 
Do, & St. : lib,x, ch. 6, Co.3, 46. Fi, 3. & Dalt, Fuſft. Pas. ] and 
wibjl.quod eff ixconveniens ef licitum, | as alſo] nibil qued eft comra ta- 
$50nem eft licitum, See Cooks Commentaries upon Littleton, p. 106. 
Conkider, can that be truly ſaid to be the Law of the Land, which in 
the proſecution. contradicteth both Reaſon and Law, and [on that 
contjderation. eſpecially] is repugnant to the Fundamental Lawg(and 
debars the Subject of having due Proceſs according to the Ancient 
Lww) of the Land, which requires, that No Free-man ſhall be Impri- 
ſoned, Exiled, &c, without due Proceſs, fair and legal Examinationand 
Tryal, and lawful Tudgment of his Equals, ( or Verdif of twelve lawfml, 
honeſt and competent men, Cc. ) See 37. Ed. 3. ch. 8. and 28, Ed, 3. 
chap. 3. and 42. Ed, 3. ch. 3. and Cock ad part /»ft. pag. 49, and 
59, But this manner of proceeding as is now ) againſt Innocent 
men and perſons, to impriſoning and baniſhing them out of the Na- 
tion,is both inconvenient and prejudicial to the Nation many wayes, 
though they whoſe hearts axe bardened in fin and emnity, will not 
ſee it; but whilſt our Plea for Right by the Law,as Subje&s,may not 
be heard, I ſhall ſay the leſs upon that account, and refer our Caſe 
_ to mens Conſciences in the light of God, And we find, that thoſe 
chiefly ſet themſelves againſt us ( as to profecute and ſentence us ) 
are ſo fat from being impartial and competent in their proceedings, 
| or 
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er our Peerg or Equals, that |. ace beth in prejudice and emnity- 
2gainſt us, and want the Moderation and Reaſon as to ſuffet-us"ts ' 
have-s fair try2l according to the very reaſon,form and lerter of their 
own Law * 'who reckon they have enough proved againſt us for can» 
viaion, if it be proved that there was any Religions Exerciſe inonr 
Meecting, as Preaching, Praying, &c. (notqueſtioning whether the 
Exerciſe was true according to the Scripture or'Siiots praftices in tt 
ſelf, Te, or Nay) and yet when' it is laid home upon then, that 
we ſuffer for wor ſhipping God according to owr conſciences, and bid riqui- 
rings, they would not hear of that, but charge us with Obſtznacy, Sq- 
dition, Rebellion, or the like, in our Meeting, wherein we at@appa- - 
rently injured ; as alſo, ſometimes when there can bz no/proof made 
of any exerciſe of Religion, rior colour of prerence thereof ir ovr 
Meetings, but we are taken in ſilence (wherein our minds are often 
/exerciſed towards God, imply without any ſuch outward colour or 
tence, 25 they would accuſe us of; ) Thus our being taken fimply. 
ima Meeting in hlence, they proceed againſt us-far, in order to Ba- 
*nifhmeur; Ler the Prudent judge of theſe things. NS, 
' And whereas ſometimes-the Soldiers (or Red-coats) and ſometinies 
Halbert-men and orher perſons (who have vislently haled us oiit 6f 
our Meetings, and guarded us with Muſguets and Halberts, &e, 'to 
Priſons) and of late ſome of Newgate Goalers are made uſe of toi 
form and give Evidence againtt us. Theſe, and ſwcb mercendry mon,. 
we cannot look upon to be'any competent or impartial Witnefſes!: 
"And 'ſomeof :the Magiſtrates ſo far debaſe themſelves, as to com: 
inperſon to Meetings (as the Mayor, R. Brown, 6.) to brealCthem 
vp;- from thence ſuppeling their ſeeing us met, to be the netorions 
Evidence of the Fa& ; and thereupon cauſing Innocent perſons to be 
driven; both men and women, to Newgate, or other Priſons, like 
S$heepro the laughter, when no evil, harm, or prejudice they 'could 
ever yet prove by our Meetings that ever they produced ; yet" no*- 
withſtanding they haſten their work to rid the Nation of us; and ſo 
bring peaceable honeſt men into competition with Thieves, Felong or 
ſuch like, 'who ſometimes after they are condemned, are reprieved 
to be ſent over Sea to ſave them from hanging. And many others of 
cur Friends upon their Impriſonment, being crouded vip ſo many-to- 
-gather in a noyſome Prifon, have been (o ſtifled and oppreſſed in 
their natural ſpirits and vitals, _ having room enough to lye down: 
| * in, 
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-b8s: [ad many bave been farced 59 walkall night Nithoutunon Neaw- 
Ede ou nero Plane cis El | chat 
"wy Bl 


;afrer.they haye been et out of . Priſon, have Hakened 

< 3 djd many, bath men and women, inhis. year, 1664. [( and 
ſome wn Priſon ) befides'mavy that died Priſoners in the year £662, 
Apg.now you-that axe ſp eager or forward in4ending ſo:many ;innd- 
;F60tgpariops, wPrifans, : witheut cither reſpect io (ex, ardbewing fo 
,mnychras Aawral, afeRion 3: Is it not; bigh timezo layAbis Qppre 

to-hearr'? Ls.this the Priviledge of Free- botn Engliſhmen and women 
4Þat fear and worſhip God, thus to be oppreſled, Rifled or deſtroyed, 
Or wh them.exiled or baniſhed ? Do you do as you would be done 
.by  Whax, is all Tenderneſs, Compaſſion, and þowels of Mercy loft 
,amqneft you, that ſuch iphumanigy, and cxuelty itſelf appears againſt 
your fellow, creatures, wha when-you have caft them into, Holes and 
Priſons, intoths hands of haxd-hearted men ( who can caſt them;into 
whatholes they pleaſe,cich2r among the rude Felons to be abuſed;.or 
into. as bad as they can find to put meninto,as ſome of us have ſome- 
time been uſed, when we could not gratifie the Goalers covetous 
.and unzeaſonable demands ) then ſome ;of you- care norg- or: take no 


 ;notice-ybat; becomes of theſe.innocent Sufferers ; thoughſome others 


in Authority'that are more moderate-may be a little touched ſome- 
aimewhen theſe things are laid before. them: O! whata blemiſh is 
this lty 40-this Nation, and this Pexſ2cution, and greivops Qp- 
.prcthoy;\to |the profeſſion of Chriſtianity 1 - Oh: !. the. Righteous 
God take potice, and Will viſit for theſe-proceedingy::*O: you 'that 
penſecute the Innocent (in this wiſe) whom-you have 6thing againſt 
but what concerns the Law of their God, ( as the more it will appear 
and be ſounded out, the mcre we ſuffer for the ſame, and the low- 
der will.the cry of -this greivous. Oppzethon-be ) Regont, Repent, and 
"a ' your latter end, who bave a hand in this work againſt us 5 for 
yum: muſt dye like men, and your Pomp muſt come t4 ihe greve, you brug 
but men, and not God, who ought not to aſſume his Prerogative upon you, 
44 #0 ſeek. to lord and rule over mens Conſciences by carnal Force or Imyo 

f#40ps, hy ponewee of penal Laws or othermiſe, And: this/Hardheart- 
'edne(s,, Cruelty, . Perſecution, Oppreſſion and inftumaneproceed- 
419; and going about to exile or defitoy a People orPerſona for itheir 
Reſigion end Conſcience; is never the way to perſwade or make us 
believe that/you axe Members of the True Church, nor to induce any 
1 "—_ that 


(33) 
Aw 088 Mien} 40 Comets with-you, or conform40 you in your gy 
qr,wotſhip ;/ neither: will Violence, Qppretſion, Taks hum ayer Gae- 
kx, Bapiſbiog, or,gbreatniog Hanging again men. that ate cqnſcicn- 
xious.towards.God, ever proye any effgctual Argument ſor you fo end 
the Controverſie that's mow in hand ; nor ever to make your Church 
glorious. or renowned : for we cannot believe that. a Perſecuting- 
Church is a True Chu#ch ; for from whence ſprung andbroke forth this 
1mpriſpping,: Perſecution | and (Hatred for .maitgrs of Religiop and 
.Con{cience, but fromaDewil, Cain, falſe Prophet, Antichr, ore, 
Beaſt and Dragon, and not fromthe Chniftian Spirit int 
and Saints. And the like proceedings as are now we find 
inthe large Volumn of the Book of Aartyrs, pag. 431, i þ 
chard che 20's time, from Pope Gregory in his Bull againſt Jobs Wick- 
4, (vbeze,in ſeveral things, he diflenced from the Church'of Rome) 
where-the Pope in bis Bull, direQed to his Sons, the Chancellor :and 
Univerſity of Oxford, ©* Commanding them that they ſhould not fuf- 
< fer his peſtilent Herefies, and ſubtil and falſe Conclufons and Pro 
* poſttions(as he called them) any longer to be diſputed or brought 
« jtqueſtion, and:that they apprehend immediately.the ſaid, Fobx 
& Fick/iff, and deliver him co be detained in the ſafe cuſtody of .the 
« Pope's welbeloved brethren, the Archbiſhop of Canterbary and the 
« Bi of London, or either of them, &c. and in like manner ts 
$6.2 ehend thoſe that were corrupted with his Errors, that. ſhould 
44 6bitinatel y —_ them (as Wine.) hs op 
. - Andis not this the-manner of the preſent proceedings againſt. 
or ſuch as are reckoned to be in et Hereke, hots 90 far: 
fering them to diſpute, or to have thoſe things fairly diſcuſt, wherein 
they are by the Biſhops and Clergy deemed erroneous and Hereticks 
from:the Chuxch of Eng/and, their mpuths awſt be ftapt,. and they 
cat Jnco. Hotes-and Pritons ; ſame From-their Ecclefiaſtical cenſures 
pnd procetdipgs- in their Spiritual Courts-(ſo called). againſt them, 
aftes they have excommunicated men,. and procuted thoſe called 
S1gnificavier's and Writs of Capias again(Pthem-; -And others are im- 
pruloned-and proceeded ggainkt in their Temporal Courts, ſome-to a 
Prammnre, 0(hess ſentenced id Tranſportation ot Baniſhment (as if they 
wete Thieves ot Felons that deſerved death) andaot to-return with- 
in the time limited, upon pain of þeing proceeded againſt as Felons 
and 'Murderers; and many of them taken by Souldicrs and Armeg- 
men 
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WA | 
men out of their Peaceable Meetings and' hated to Priſons; and thus 
the Innocent gre made a prey upon. And what do ſuch ſevere and 
unchriſtian-like proceedings againſt us tend to, ' where both Biſhops, 
Prieſts, Rulers, Officers, | and ſo both the Spirituzt and Temporal, 
Eccleſiaſtical and Civil (ſo called) and the Military Forces allo] are 
thus ſeverely at work againſt us , but to deſtroy us, if the Eord did 
not ſnſtain us Þ | | 

And moreover, It yon ſaid in FOINve of bn SOS of old, Thow 
alt not do injury to a firanger, nether 0 1; Je ſhall not trouble 
n- EE aberlef.Chd : if thou ny or trouble ſuch, and ſo be 
wnto me, / will ſurely bear his cry, faith the Lord ; then 

ath be kindled, and 1 will ill you, &c, See Exod, 22, 21, 

22, 23, 24. | 7 ol SCUTY 
Now ( matk ) if God would hear the-cry of the Stranger, Widdow 
and Fatherleſs that were wronged and opprefſed, and be avenged 
on their Oppreſſors ; what will become of you that have a hand 
a92inſt us, if you go on opprefling your Neighbours, or thoſe of your 
own Nation, who are Free-born Engl;ſh-people? And if you goon to 
ſeparate and and baniſh Innocent men from their Wives and Chit- 
dren, and ſo by that means you make them Widdows and FatherleſF, 
and expeſe them to ruine outwardly ; How will you anſwer this be= 
fore the Righteous God of Heaven and Earth, who will affuredly 
hear their:Cry againſt you; (yea God will hear them, even as they art 
his creatures, thac cry and groan under the Oppreſſion atid| Injury 
done the ) for Jultice at his hand, being that they ought to have 
their liberty and intereſt in the Creation as welb as your ſelves, or 
others of their fellow creatures; and then will the Fuſt God bring 
Wo upon all that decree or at unrighteouſly, to krep back the poor from 
Fud , and to rake away fudgmernt or Right from bis Prople ; that 
y, weag may be their prey, and that thiy may ſpoile the ' Fatherleſs, 1ſa. 
x0, And then, what will ye do in the day of Viſitation and Deftratiiont 
to whew will ye flee for belp 7, and where will ye leave your glory 7 ver. 3. 
"Will your joyning hand in hand, or your forces together, ſecure you 
from the Riroak of Gods Juſtice ? No ſure ; for if you'go onjwithonr 
Repenrance,mark the-end of theſe harſh, ſevere, 8 cruel proceedings. 
And'mark the end of eftors, atid of the Wicked whole Rod 
and Scepter the Lord will break, See 7ſa. 14. as that of the King 
"of Babel the Opprefſor, for whom Hell beneath was moved to _ 
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